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Juno 2, 1899 832 

Case of plague on steamship Gaelic 

Yokohama, Japan, May 2, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that a very malignant case of bubonic 
plague occurred on board the O. and O. steamship Gaelic, on the voyage 
from Hongkong to Shanghai, under the following circumstances, and 
that precautionary measures were taken as detailed below : 

April 17, morning, case detected ; isolated ; all bedding and clothing 
destroyed; died same evening; body thrown overboard. April 18, 
morning, arrived Woosung, just below Shanghai, where local health 
authorities fumigated steerage with sulphur, destroyed all mats in 
steerage, and washed sacking bottoms of bunks and floor with chloride 
of lime ; left Woosung April 19. Arrived Nagasaki Quarantine Station 
April 21 at daylight, and were immediately placed in quarantine and 
disinfection begun. Everyone on board was taken on shore, with all 
bedding and baggage, passengers and crews given hot baths of weak 
bichloride of mercury, their clothes, bedding, and all effects being dis- 
infected by steam, and the whole ship, to which either crew or passen- 
gers had access during the voyage, washed with carbolic acid solution. 
The ship was detained in quarantine until noou of April 29, or for seven 
full days after the completion of disinfection. 

For the information of the Bureau officers, a copy of this has been 
appended to the bills of health of the ship. 

Very respectfully, Stuart Eldridge, 

Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 

Report of plague at Penang. 

Department of State, 
Washington, D. C, May 27, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor, by direction of the Secretary of State, to 
inform you that a telegram has just been received from the consul- 
general at Singapore, Straits Settlements, reporting the presence of the 
plague at Penang. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

Thos. W, Cridler, 
Third Assistant Secretary. 
The honorable the Secretary of the Treasury. 

MEXICO. 
Report from Vera Cruz. 

Vera Cruz, Mexico, May 17, 1899. 

Sir : Tour communication dated May 9 has just been received. I 
will follow instructions in regard to communicating with the quaran- 
tine officers at the Texas border, but at present there is nothing special 
to report. 

There were 22 new cases of yellow fever reported yesterday and 6 
deaths. There is no smallpox in the city. There are 4 cases in the 
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Lazaretto, 4 miles from town, and they were brought from surrounding 
towns. 

The shipping continues free from fever. One hundred and twelve 
travelers sailed yesterday for Havana. They are as a rule immune 
Cubans returning home. 

A small lumber schooner Nan M. Danizler will leave here this week 
for Pascagoula with several passengers. If you think necessary, warn 
Dr. Duke. Have forwarded to-day under separate cover my report 
from Vera Cruz. 

Yours, very truly, Sam'l H. Hodgson, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

TJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

SANITARY REPORT FROM VERA CRUZ. 

The city. 

Buildings. — Vera Cruz is an old Spanish-built city of about 30,000 
inhabitants, situated upon the Gulf coast, about 19° 20" north latitude. 
It is built upon a low, sandy beach only a few feet above sea level, and 
is almost flat, but there is a small rise from the sea to the sand hills back 
of the city. 

The houses are Spanish in architecture and construction, of brick, 
two stories high, and built around an open court. The floors and roofs 
are tiled, and the walls thick and massive. The blocks of buildings are 
built solid, and the only ventilation is through the court and from the 
streets. 

Streets. — The streets are narrow and in the old part of the city are 
paved. The pavement is of cobblestones and is very uneven and gen- 
erally dirty. Through each street is an open gutter that is supposed 
to carry off the rainfall and house water. During the rainy season they 
succeed very well, but in the dry season the contents of the gutter 
assumes a jelly-like consistency, stagnates, and stinks. Every day or two 
a member of the street- cleaning department attempts to shove this waste 
along the gutter to the harbor, but only succeeds in spreading it over 
the street adjacent, and thereby saves the bay. 

There are no sewers and an inadequate water supply. Two drains 
have been built across the newly made land in front of the city to carry 
the surface drainage of the town into the harbor. 

Cesspools. — Cesspools are built in the courts of each house, or two or 
three property owners operate one in common. They are rarely cleaned, 
and generally odorous. They are emptied by pumping the contents into 
barrels and hauling, it off in the suburbs. The excavations are made at 
night, and the entire neighborhood is aware of what is going on. 

Garbage.— The garbage department of the city is well regulated. All 
filth not carried out by the carts, or dropped in the streets, is picked up 
by the buzzards and dogs. The carts are dumped in a low place near 
the intersection of the Mexican and Interoceanic railroads, not 2,000 
yards from a well-populated part of the town. 

Water.— The water is piped from a river 7 miles below the city. The 
supply is inadequate and the quality not good. 

Contracts have been let for a first-class sewerage and waterworks, and 
they will be completed in about eighteen months. 



